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City of Ontario (“Ontario”) respectfully submits the following evidentiary objections to the    

Declaration of Franklin Yoo (“Declarant” or “Yoo Decl.”), filed July 10, 2026, in Support of 

Watermaster's Supplemental Brief in Response to the Court's Order Requesting Further Briefing, 

and Exhibit A referenced in and attached to said declaration.  Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure 

section 436 and in accordance with the objections set forth herein, Ontario requests that the Court 

strike the specific paragraphs referenced below and Exhibit A.  

I. GENERAL OBJECTIONS TO DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN YOO 

Ontario respectfully submits this general objection to the Yoo Decl. in support of the 

Watermaster's Supplemental Brief in Response to the Court's Order Requesting Further Briefing as 

irrelevant to the limited issue before the Court whether Watermaster has complied with the Court 

of Appeal’s directive to correct and revise the assessment packages consistent with the original 

DYY Program agreements, the Judgment, and prior court orders.  The supporting declaration 

largely focuses on issues irrelevant to that narrow issue, including raising the rationale of Opposing 

Parties’ prior decisions to use DYY Program water under the 2019 Letter Agreement, and the 

associated costs of doing so.  None of these issues are relevant to the limited issue before the court 

that the assessment packages be revised consistent with the original DYY Program agreements.  

Nor do they provide justification or support for Watermaster to treat the produced water at issue by 

Fontana and CVWD in the CAA Packages as “DYY production” that is exempt from DRO 

assessments because that is not authorized by the original DYY agreements and prior court orders.  

For example, the Opinion makes clear that Fontana is not authorized to recover stored and 

supplemental water under the DYY Program as it did not have a court approved local agency 

agreement.  None of the above issues are relevant to or change that result.  Moreover, issues raised 

by the Opposing Parties concerning their purported reliance on the 2019 Letter Agreement and 

financial impacts relating thereto also are not relevant to changing the Opinion’s directive, and 

these issues were previously raised and disregarded by the Court of Appeal.   

Exhibit A is offered as evidence of potential storage limitations within the Basin. Such 

evidence is not relevant for the aforementioned reasons and is based on speculation and 
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inadmissible. (Evid. Code  § 702, 800; see People v. Chatman (2006) 38 Cal.4th 344, 382 [“No 

witness may give testimony based on conjecture or speculation.”]) 

II. SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS TO THE DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN YOO  

DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN YOO IN SUPPORT OF WATERMASTER’S 
SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF IN RESPONSE TO THE COURT’S ORDER REQUESTING 

FURTHER BRIEFING 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

1.  Declaration of Franklin Yoo, 
¶6, page 2, line 27 – page 3, 
line 4: 
 
“In connection with Watermaster's 
evaluation of Basin storage capacity 
and storage-account management 
during the period relevant to the 
2019 Letter Agreement, 
Watermaster staff prepared a report 
dated March 26, 2020 entitled 
"Notice of Potential Storage 
Limitation." The report reflects 
Watermaster's contemporaneous 
evaluation of potential limitations 
related to Basin storage capacity. At 
the Board meeting on March 26, 
2020, the Watermaster Board 
unanimously authorized 
Watermaster Staff to issue the 
"Notice of Potential Storage 
Limitation.” 
 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The potential limitation of basin 
storage capacity is irrelevant to 
Ontario’s opposition to Watermaster’s 
motion, the issues in the supplemental 
briefing, and Ontario’s effort to 
enforce the Court Appeal’s Opinion 
directing Watermaster to correct and 
amend the FY 2021/2022 and 
2022/2023 Assessment Packages 
consistent with the original DYY 
Program agreements, the Judgment, 
and prior court orders. In its Opinion, 
the Court of Appeal found that 
Watermaster’s interpretation and 
application of the 2019 Letter 
Agreement to approve the Assessment 
Packages “violated the Judgment and 
the agreements that created the DYY 
Program” and the 2019 Letter 
Agreement is not court approved or 
one of the original DYY Program 
agreements, and therefore, the 
produced water in the corrected 
assessment packages cannot be 
designated as DYY water.     
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge of the potential limitation 
of basin storage capacity and the 
testimony is speculative. 
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Declarant’s testimony consists of 
inadmissible opinions, including 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN YOO IN SUPPORT OF WATERMASTER’S 
SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF IN RESPONSE TO THE COURT’S ORDER REQUESTING 

FURTHER BRIEFING 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

without limitation, the potential 
limitation of basin storage capacity. 

2.  Declaration of Franklin Yoo, 
¶7, page 3, lines 5-7: 
 
“Attached as Exhibit A is a true 
and correct copy of the March 26, 
2020 Watermaster 
staff report entitled "Notice of 
Potential Storage Limitation," 
maintained by Watermaster in the 
ordinary course of business.” 
 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The potential limitation of basin 
storage capacity is irrelevant to 
Ontario’s opposition to Watermaster’s 
motion, the issues in the supplemental 
briefing, and Ontario’s effort to 
enforce the Court Appeal’s Opinion 
directing Watermaster to correct and 
amend the FY 2021/2022 and 
2022/2023 Assessment Packages 
consistent with the original DYY 
Program agreements, the Judgment, 
and prior court orders. In its Opinion, 
the Court of Appeal found that 
Watermaster’s interpretation and 
application of the 2019 Letter 
Agreement to approve the Assessment 
Packages “violated the Judgment and 
the agreements that created the DYY 
Program” and the 2019 Letter 
Agreement is not court approved or 
one of the original DYY Program 
agreements, and therefore, the 
produced water in the corrected 
assessment packages cannot be 
designated as DYY water.     
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge of the potential limitation 
of basin storage capacity and the 
evidence is speculative. 
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Exhibit A consists of inadmissible 
opinions, including without limitation, 
on the potential limitation of basin 
storage capacity.   
 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN YOO IN SUPPORT OF WATERMASTER’S 
SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF IN RESPONSE TO THE COURT’S ORDER REQUESTING 

FURTHER BRIEFING 
Material Objected To Grounds for Objection Ruling 

Hearsay. Evid. Code § 1200. 
 
Exhibit A is inadmissible hearsay. 

3.  Declaration of Franklin Yoo, 
¶10, page 3, lines 15-17: 
 
“In preparation to make this 
declaration, I was unable to find 
any instance in the Watermaster' s 
records where a replenishment 
charge or obligation of any kind was 
imposed on the withdrawal of 
imported water held in a storage 
account through the DYY 
Program.” 

Irrelevant. Evid. Code §§ 210, 350. 
 
The lack of a record of an assessment 
on the withdrawal of water under the 
DYY Program is irrelevant to 
Ontario’s opposition to Watermaster’s 
motion, the issues in the supplemental 
briefing, and Ontario’s effort to 
enforce the Court Appeal’s Opinion 
directing Watermaster to correct and 
amend the FY 2021/2022 and 
2022/2023 Assessment Packages 
consistent with the original DYY 
Program agreements, the Judgment, 
and prior court orders. In its Opinion, 
the Court of Appeal found that 
Watermaster’s interpretation and 
application of the 2019 Letter 
Agreement to approve the Assessment 
Packages “violated the Judgment and 
the agreements that created the DYY 
Program” and the 2019 Letter 
Agreement is not court approved or 
one of the original DYY Program 
agreements, and therefore, the 
produced water in the corrected 
assessment packages cannot be 
designated as DYY water.     
 
Lacks foundation and personal 
knowledge; speculative. Evid. Code 
§§ 403, 702(a) and 800. 
 
Declarant fails to lay proper 
foundation or establish personal 
knowledge of assessments of stored 
imported water, and the testimony is 
speculative. 
 
Improper Opinion. Evid. Code 
§§ 800–804. 
 
Declarant’s testimony consists of 
inadmissible opinions, including 
without limitation, on the existence of 
records relating to assessments on 
stored imported water. 

Sustained:  ___ 

Overruled:  ___ 
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Dated: August 3, 2026 
 

STOEL RIVES LLP 

By:  
ELIZABETH P. EWENS 
MICHAEL B. BROWN 
 
Attorneys for  
City of Ontario 

 



 
 

CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER 
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Chino Basin Municipal Water District v. City of Chino, et al. 
 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
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I am employed in the County of San Bernardino, California. I am over the age of 18 years and not 
a party to the action within. My business address is Chino Basin Watermaster, 9641 San 
Bernardino Road, Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730; telephone (909) 484-3888. 
 

On August 3, 2026, I served the following: 
 

1. CITY OF ONTARIO’S EVIDENTIARY OBJECTIONS TO DECLARATION OF FRANKLIN 
YOO IN SUPPORT OF WATERMASTER’S SUPPLEMENTAL BRIEF IN RESPONSE 
TO THE COURT’S ORDER REQUESTING FURTHER BRIEFING 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true 
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Executed on August 3, 2026, in Rancho Cucamonga, California. 

      
 
             
       By: Kirk Richard C. Dolar 
       Chino Basin Watermaster  

Kirk Richard Dolar
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